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One  hundred  and  forty  years  is  a  long  time.  One  can 
rejoice  that  the  Presbyterian  Church  has  made  its  mark  in 
the  community  of  Cartondale  down  through  the  years;  it 
has  also  made  its  mark  on  the  outside  world  with  its  mis¬ 
sionary  giving.  So  our  celebration  will  mean,  thank  God  for 
the  past  years  and  pray  God  to  guide  us  in  the  years  ahead. 
We  are  not  a  monument  for,  if  we  just  wanted  a  marker  on 
this  comer,  we  could  close  the  doors  and  with  proper  main¬ 
tenance  keep  the  building  in  good  shape  for  centuries.  We 
are  a  living  message,  a  heritage,  the  carriers  of  the  good  news 
and  as  such  we  often  falter,  make  mistakes,  fail  to  live  up 
to  the  high  standards  we  know  to  be  right,  etc.  This  has  been 
true  down  through  the  past  140  years  too,  and  yet  the  Lord 
heard  their  prayers  and  they  came  through,  and  He  will 
hear  ours  as  we  pray,  believing  that  He  can  use  us  in  the  years 
to  come,  not  so  much  as  a  building  but  as  a  people  willing 
to  serve. 

This  is  a  Christian  Church  founded  on  the  principle  that 
Christ  died  that  we  might  live,  and  so  it  must  continue  that 
we  live  and  die  unto  Christ. 

Jesus  said  of  Himself,  “I  am  the  light  of  the  world.” 
He  said  to  His  disciples,  “You  are  the  light  of  the  world.” 


